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]I 75Z&: | have a question in regards to applying for a student visa (F1): | just got my Bachelor of
Science degree in summer of 2011 and would like to pursue a graduate degree in computer engineering
in the USA. However, my uncle (my father’ s brother) who is an American citizen filed 1-130 petition
for my father to go to the USA 10 years ago, when | was 12 years old. The application is still pending. My
question is: if my family withdraws the 1-130 immigration application now, will it guarantee my non-
immigration (F 1) student visa application to be successfully processed for next summer so | may further
my education? Thanks a lot.

This is a very good question. If you currently intent to immigrate to the United States, however,
concurrently wish to apply for a non-immigrant visa you must prove that you have dual-intent. What
is dual-intent? Dual-intent means that not only is the applicant pursuing a legal immigration to the
United States, he or she is also pursuing temporary travel to the United States.

In your case, it sounds like that you no longer or never had the intent to immigrate to the United
States. You, like all applicants, should focus on demonstrating your ties to the US. Ask yourself, what
would the visa officer need to know to understand that | (the applicant) have an established life back
in China. Family pictures and proof of your family prior travel could help; this demonstrates that 1)
your family is here in China and 2) your family has the capability to travel outside of China and return
home. This is not required information, but in your case could help.

Remember to always be open and honest about your situation. If asked about an immigrant petition,
tell the officer the truth. The petition will not disqualify you from future visas but lying or hiding
information will.
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Joe: Dear Officer: Excuse me, my case is a little complex. I'm a online-game designer, a few days ago |
sent a application to a company in LA for a job. This company has a game product in China; they offer
this job to get a person who can help them to make the game more suitable for Chinese. And the hr told
me my application was a top application amongst the 750 that was submitted. But if | want to join this
company, | must apply H1B visa. | have no degree, although | had study Physics in USTC(the University of
Science and Technology of China )for 2 years, and after that | had study Software Engineering in TJU(the
Tianlin University) for 3 years. | decided to be a game designer when | was a college student in TJU.I did
some research on games, and | had written a game design case about MMO-FPS game. With this case |
got the first job in my game designer's career in a company in Hangzhou, the design leader taught me a
lot, | study on game design much better in TJU there, so | give up my degree and college life. Now | have
been a game designer for 4 years, and in charge of a game product running on both Facebook.com and
Renren.com. Please tell me, was there someone like me successfully applied for H1B visa? How much
chance I'll get to apply H1B visa? Thank you for your patient.
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Joe, you are not required to have an advanced degree to qualify for an H1B. Perhaps your professional
experience is enough to qualify you for the work visa. This will be determined during the petition
process which will be handled by the hiring company. Good luck and we hope you get the job offer.
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LLY: Dear Sir or Madam: thanks for providing this forum for Q&A. | have three questions:1) My
husband (US citizen), two kids (US citizens) and myself (Chinese citizen) are living in Beijing. We are
planning to bring kids to see their grandpa and grandma in July 2012. | want to apply for a B2 visa. | had
a B1 visa expired in Oct 2011. Are B1 and B2 considered the same type of visa? Do | qualify for visa
renewal through CITIC bank drop-off service or do | need to apply for an interview?2)  Per the
situation above, can | apply for a one-year, multiple-entry B2 visa? If so, | can apply immediately and
start to do the trip planning as some popular summer cabins require long-lead booking.3) Do | need
my in-laws to write me an invitation letter for visa application, or are our marriage license and kids birth
certificates enough evidence to establish relationship?

LLY, thank you for your concerns. Good news, you are eligible for the drop-off service. You do not
need to interview. B1 and B2 visas are often printed as one in the same. The both provide a maximum
stay of 6 months and multiply entries with a validity of 1 year for P.R.C. Chinese applicants. Because of
this, the invite letter and family information is not needed. Be sure to renew your visa by October
2012 and avoid the need to interview. Have a good family reunion!

Darcy: FACEF T B2 2514k, fEM L3S 160 &, FTENHSKRAIHIATL, — D AP, — DA
JELS, AT A AFNE? R ZEUEAT 5 ?

FHATTHIE S BN i HiE ABRYIEFE S EIAE R . REEEHRIOFATEIT, A&
RN I B .

FE 180, BOEWMIA I, It R IEAE 2012 4E 5 H 23 H AN, RIEATE,
2012 4 2-3 AR AP FE L SE ki, JARIA, R IR AT AL, AT, I A RO
VAT


http://chinese.usembassy-china.org.cn/niv_student.html

FHBEAMNLEFE BHEN, AREETEEN. HFER:
1) THRCAHA S AT AL T

2) BEMN FELETA2ZTR]: http://chinese.usembassy-china.org.cn/niv_specialissues.html

J1-JX: J1-Visa application Enquiry- Dear Visa Officer, I'm a newly graduated PhD student in my late 20's
and I've obtained my PhD degree in Europe this December. | 'm planning to apply for J1 visa for a post-
doctoral postion in US. Since I've alawys ben studying (very hard and away) over the years, | don't have
a job, car(s) or house(s) (I live with my parents) in China and | was unfortunately single as well. However,
| would definetely love to come back to China as | am a single child and I'd love to be there when my
eldely parents need me. Could you suggest me what kind of proof can | use to show my strong ties to
China in this case? Many thanks!

We understand that it is difficult for someone to demonstrate; students are often single, unemployed
and have never traveled. The key is to show that you are a legitimate student. However, to establish
ties family pictures help. You should also ensure that the visa officer knows that you have already
studied abroad and have obviously returned. See you soon!
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Jasmine: It is too difficult to reserve the VISA interview appointment, especially for us Chinese students
visiting home for a short period of time during the winter break. The VISA appointments are generated
ramdomly each day and we have to make the appointment through special services with a time-limited
phone card. We don't know when there will be an opening for the day we desired for the interview.
Therefore, we have to call everyday to make sure there will be an opening for the date we want. It is
very time-comsuing plus lots of us have used several phone card before successfully make the
reservation. The other unfair issue with this reservation system is that we have to pay a non-refundable
VISA appointment fee before we can make the reservation. However, since it is very difficult to reserve
the appointment, some of us want to cancel the trip but we cannot get refunded for the $100. | think
this doesn't make sense. Could you please look into that to make sure we get the fair services. Thank
you.
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Jasmine, I’'m sorry to hear about your frustrations. | have just now sent a request to the company that
provides this service. We are currently carrying out a survey on ways to make our system more
efficient and alleviate such frustrations of our customers (applicants like yourself). | appreciate the
feedback and welcome more of it. Thank you for making the system better for applicants in the future.
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Adam: We share the same problem of using EAD/AP combo card to return to United States. There have
been multiple incidents that this card was not accepted by the boarder office in Beijing airport. We're
very worried about this situation as we're flying back to United States in January with this card. We
contacted the boarder office in Beijing airport for multiple times but haven't got any positive response
yet. When would we expect to resolve this issue?

Adam,

I’'m sorry that the some individuals have prevented from leaving China. Though the exit bureau has been
notified and we have not received any more complaints of such cases.

For more information about LPR matters please refer to the Department of Homeland Security.
DHS Immigration information: http://www.dhs.gov/files/immigration.shtm

DHS Contact information: http://www.dhs.gov/xutil/contactus.shtm
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sunny: We've heard the EAD/AP combo card is not accepted at Beijing Custom. They claimed that
there's not any official letter from the US government. We are so worrying about it because we planned
a travel back to US in a month, and this issue seems to have caused a lot of trouble to people. Could the
embassy help resolving this problem? Either requests an official government letter to satisfy those
custom officers or issue quick visas to the travelers? Thanks very much!

Please see above comments

Lihong Wang: dear officer, | handed in my application to renew my US visa via the service of China Citic
Bank on December 5, but | haven't got the visa and my passport back yet. My flight is tomorrow UA898.
| don't know what shall | do now? How can | know the status of my visa renewal? If | have to change my
flight ticket, how many more days does the visa officer need to process my application?

By now you should have received your new visa. For urgent matters please call the call center. Sorry
for the backlog we had during the holidays.
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daisy: Good morning, officer: | had a visa interview on Dec 5th,2011 , the officer told me | passed, but |
should be under administrative process within three weeks. As | am expected to report to the school no
later than Jan 5th, 2012, | have bought my passenger ticket for Dec 31st, 2011 arriving in US . Can | get
my visa in time based on my situation?

I’'m sorry but we cannot expedite the additional processing required for your visa. Hopefully you have
already received an email notifying you of the completion of the processing of your visa.

Sarah-J1 visa: Good morning! I've rrecently updated my DS-2019 form for my J1 visa application (due
to alteration to my starting date). They should be the same form (have the same no.). I've already paid
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the SEVIS fee using my old DS-2019 form. Is this still vaild - do i need to make any amendments to my
SEVIS fee payments?

Since they are the same number, there is no problem with the fee used for the original. Please bring in
all supporting documents to show that you are in status with SEVIS. Thank you.

Eric: Hi, Dear Officer, Could | use funding and wealth investment product as my financial certification?
Thanks!

As long as these funds can be used for tuition, then they are acceptable.
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J1-JX: Morning Visa Officer, I've got a couple more questions about J1 visa (visting scholar) - hope you
don't mind! 1) My living costs in US will be fully supported by my salary in US (as stated in DS-2019
from) - do I still need to show other financial documents? 2) I'm a resident in Jiangxi province (which is
included in U.S. Embassy Beijing District), can | apply for my visa in the nearby Shanghai consulate
instead? Thanks a lot!

You may apply out of district only if the wait times are lower in another district. Be sure to bring your
resume, research plan and advisor’s information.

panmiao: | applied for my F1 visa in Beijing embassy, China on Nov. 21, 2011. | was told that | have to
wait for three to four weeks to get my visa due to administrative processing. Until now, it has been more
than four weeks, but still no update. Before this time, | applied for F1 visa three times, all of them got
approved. | don't know why it takes so long time this time. Other people get checked on Nov. 21 have
already been cleared. My wife applied for her visa together with me on Nov. 21, she got her visa
successfully. Since | couldn't get my visa, | have to change my flight back to US twice. | am wondering
could you please tell why it takes such a long time. What should | do during my waiting? Thanks.

I’m sorry that it has taken so long for the adjudication of your visa. In this case, you should call the call
center to notify them that the processing of your visa has taken longer than expected. You also should
not purchase a flight until your visa has been fully processed. Thank you for your patience.
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tana: tana: Good Morning Officer, my parents have green card, but they left US for over two years,
didn't apply return permit. If they give up their green card and want to visit me, what should they do,
what steps need to be taken, and what document we need to provide. Can they apply Abandonment of
Lawful Permanent Resident Status and Visiting visa at the same interview?

If they are not intending to immigrate to the US, they should apply for a non-immigrant visa and
demonstrate their strong ties to China during the time of the interview just as any normal applicant.

Fred: My F1 visa application was refused on December 1, 2011. | have always been trying to make the
appointment. But unfortunately, | failed to get an interview, although | tried many times. As my course
will start on January 9, 2012, | feel so worried. Would you please help me schedule an emergency visa
interview? Thank you so much for your kind help in advance!

I’m sorry but you must schedule an appointment just like everyone else. You may also request an
expedited appointment. For more information please read the following page.
http://beijing.usembassy-china.org.cn/expedite-process-for-niv.html
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Eric: About the photo on DS160, what is size of it? | know it is 2", but | saw different cm answers in
embassy's website, 50cm and 51cm. What size of photo should | print out? Thanks!

The size is 2”x2” or 5x5cm. Sorry for the confusion.
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TOM: | already got | 140 approval for NIW application in the USA, but now | left USA and live in China.
Due to the visa issue, | have to wait for one year or two for the 485 submission. My question is: Can | still
apply for immigration visa in Guangzhou when the time is coming? If so, do | need a job offer from the
USA? Any paper work special | have to prepare? Thank you so much.

I’m sorry but for immigrant concerns, please contact Guangzhou. The NIW you mention | believe is in
reference to a Non-Immigrant Visa. If you have an open petition to immigrate to the US but also
desire an NIV, you must demonstrate dual-intent.
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HVH HEL 15 T2 : Dear Sir/Madam,US Embassy in China only allows people to make visa interview
appointment via a paid phone card system. This process is very cumbersome, waste applicants countless
hours and cost them lots of money considering applicant cannot necessarily get the appointment during
the first few tries because the day he is available is full or not open for interview. However, they still
have to waste more time, and buy more phone cards again and again until an appointment can be made
successfully. The phone reservation system is so inefficient and frustrating because it takes longer to talk
to an operator and get information verified. At the same time, it is still error-prone even with
verification.Other countries, such as France (http://www.vfs-france.com.cn/chinese/schedule.aspx),
Germany
(https://service.diplo.de/rktermin/extern/choose_categoryList.do?locationCode=peki&realmld=12),
allow applicants to make appointments online for FREE, it saves people vast amount of time to call in
and makes the information
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U HEL U5 T2 : entered more accurately. Even US Embassy in Canada and Mexico allow people to
schedule online (http://usvisa-info.com/en-CA/selfservice/login). Those online reservation systems
usually only allow one appointment for one passport number to prevent people from selling
appointment slots. The advantage of the online appointment system is that applicants can make
appointment easily, save time and avoid possible errors from phone operator's transcription. Applicants
can change their reservation if necessary without resorting to time consuming phone call to the service
center.l would like to petition US Embassy in China to change current appointment reservation system
to a free and online system and keep current phone reservation system for people who cannot access
internet for various of reasons only. Sincerely yours,

Thank you for your feedback. You are the second person in this web chat to have addressed this issue
which we are currently working on improving.

student: My question is following up the question about last web chat on Nov 15th about my case that |
was charged but charged dropped but have been arrested. First of all, | want to thank you for the time
and your answer, | really appreciate to have the authority and expertise that clarify my situation and
provide the correct interpretation. To follow up with your answer, | want to let you know that by no
mean | would try to lie during the application or interview. My question is for my case, after | answer
“yes” on the question “Have you ever been arrested or convicted for any offense or crime, even though
subject of a pardon, amnesty, or other similar action?”, should | expect to go through the process of
Security Advisory Opinion (SAO) or some sort of background check process for renewing my F1 visa? If
so what would be an approximate duration period for that? How should | plan on my schedule to make
sure there is no delay for my school schedule (If my visa get renewed, how long at least or at most |
shoul

student: If my visa get renewed, how long at least or at most | should expected the waiting period from
the day of my interview till | actually receive it?) Please let me know, your time and answer would be a
great appreciate and thank you for supporting me finishing my school in United State!

If you provide the court documents or police record as | noted in the previous webchat, then your
application should be processed within 5 days. However, if we do not receive all the required
documents or find that there were details that were not disclosed at the initial interview then the
case could take approximately three weeks.
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